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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 3.141

require watering more frequently shall 
be so watered. 

(b) Each live animal shall be fed at 
least once in each 24 hour period, ex-
cept as directed by hibernation, veteri-
nary treatment, normal fasts, or other 
professionally accepted practices. 
Those live animals which, by common 
accepted practice, require feeding more 
frequently shall be so fed. 

(c) A sufficient quantity of food and 
water shall accompany the live animal 
to provide food and water for such ani-
mals for a period of at least 24 hours, 
except as directed by hibernation, vet-
erinary treatment, normal fasts, and 
other professionally accepted prac-
tices. 

(d) Any dealer, research facility, ex-
hibitor or operator of an auction sale 
offering any live animal to any carrier 
or intermediate handler for transpor-
tation in commerce shall affix to the 
outside of the primary enclosure used 
for transporting such live animal, writ-
ten instructions concerning the food 
and water requirements of such animal 
while being so transported. 

(e) No carrier or intermediate han-
dler shall accept any live animals for 
transportation in commerce unless 
written instructions concerning the 
food and water requirements of such 
animal while being so transported is af-
fixed to the outside of its primary en-
closure.

§ 3.140 Care in transit. 
(a) During surface transportation, it 

shall be the responsibility of the driver 
or other employee to visually observe 
the live animals as frequently as cir-
cumstances may dictate, but not less 
than once every 4 hours, to assure that 
they are receiving sufficient air for 
normal breathing, their ambient tem-
peratures are within the prescribed 
limits, all other applicable standards 
are being complied with and to deter-
mine whether any of the live animals 
are in obvious physical distress and to 
provide any needed veterinary care as 
soon as possible. When transported by 
air, live animals shall be visually ob-
served by the carrier as frequently as 
circumstances may dictate, but not 
less than once every 4 hours, if the ani-
mal cargo space is accessible during 
flight. If the animal cargo space is not 

accessible during flight, the carrier 
shall visually observe the live animals 
whenever loaded and unloaded and 
whenever the animal cargo space is 
otherwise accessible to assure that 
they are receiving sufficient air for 
normal breathing, their ambient tem-
peratures are within the prescribed 
limits, all other applicable standards 
are being complied with and to deter-
mine whether any such live animals 
are in obvious physical distress. The 
carrier shall provide any needed veteri-
nary care as soon as possible. No ani-
mal in obvious physical distress shall 
be transported in commerce. 

(b) Wild or otherwise dangerous ani-
mals shall not be taken from their pri-
mary enclosure except under extreme 
emergency conditions: Provided, how-
ever, That a temporary primary enclo-
sure may be used, if available, and such 
temporary primary enclosure is struc-
turally strong enough to prevent the 
escape of the animal. During the course 
of transportation, in commerce, live 
animals shall not be removed from 
their primary enclosures unless placed 
in other primary enclosures or facili-
ties conforming to the requirements 
provided in this subpart.

§ 3.141 Terminal facilities. 
Carriers and intermediate handlers 

shall not commingle live animal ship-
ments with inanimate cargo. All ani-
mal holding areas of a terminal facility 
of any carrier or intermediate handler 
wherein live animal shipments are 
maintained shall be cleaned and sani-
tized in a manner prescribed in § 3.141 
of the standards often enough to pre-
vent an accumulation of debris or ex-
creta, to minimize vermin infestation 
and to prevent a disease hazard. An ef-
fective program for the control of in-
sects, ectoparasites, and avian and 
mammalian pests shall be established 
and maintained for all animal holding 
areas. Any animal holding area con-
taining live animals shall be provided 
with fresh air by means of windows, 
doors vents, or air conditioning and 
may be ventilated or air circulated by 
means of fans, blowers, or an air condi-
tioning system so as to minimize 
drafts, odors, and moisture condensa-
tion. Auxiliary ventilation, such as ex-
haust fans and vents or fans or blowers 
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